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 ors son's Row cons is t s  of three townhouses each having three s t o r i e s  and a 
f l a t  roof.  Although b u i l t  of br ick,  the facade of the row i s  stuccoed. 
Charac te r i s t ic  of the I t a l i ana t e  s t y l e ,  the row features  heavy bracketed 
cornices,  arched door enframements, and elaborately  molded consoled l i n t e l  
over the windows. The d i s t i nc t ive  fea ture  of the row is the off-center ,  
two-bay bow on each house which gives the row an undulating qua l i ty .  
Another i n t e r e s t i ng  feature  i s  the dif ference i n  leve ls  of the houses 
necessi ta ted by the grade of the l o t .  Fortunately the houses r e t a i n  most 
~f t h e i r  o r ig ina l  i n t e r i o r s ,  including mahogany doors and marble mantels. 
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The three Victorian townhouses comprising Morson's Row were erected i n  185: 
b y  James Marion Morson a s  r e n t a l  properties.  The houses passed through 
severa l  hands a f t e r  they were sold by the Morson family, and a r e  now 
separately  owned. 

The d i s t i n c t i v e  bow f ronts  on the group a r e  reminiscent of a form widely 
used i n  Boston rows, most notably i n  Louisburg Square. They were used not 
only to  add rhythm to  the facade, but to  increase the l i g h t  f o r  the rooms 
within.  

Besides being a f i ne  example of  the I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e ,  the row serves an 
extremely important function by providing a l i ve ly  termination for  the 
e a s t  end of Capitol  S t r ee t  which borders the north s i d e  of Capitol Square. 
Morson's Row a l s o  forms a harmonizing backdrop f o r  the Governor's Mansion. 
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